1 . A shaped container bottom for containing a plurality of curved snack/ 

ces, each snack piece having a peripheral edge and a lower surface, within a comainer, 

/ / 
the container bottom comprising a bottom panelihaving a concave-curvature abput a first 

axis of the bottom panel, wherein the"concave-curvature of the bottom paneL^bstantially 

5 conforms to the curvature of the snack pieces and at least a p ortion of the jferipher al edge^ of 

a l owe st^snack pie ce of the _pJuralit Yof snack pigce s rests upon the bott om panel. 

2. The container bottom according to claim 1, whereinyme bottom panel is 
integral to the container. 

3. The container bottom according to claim 2, wjaferein the concave-curvature 
is downwardly curved about the first axis. 

4. The container bottom according to claiyf 3, wherein the first axis is a major 
axis of the bottom panel. 

5. The container bottom according t^ claim 3, wherein the curvature of the 
bottom panel conforms to the curvature of the nffurality of snack pieces without the lower 



surface of the lowest snack piece resting upon the bottom panel. 



6. The container bottom acjrording to claim 1, wherein the saddle height of the 
snack piece is fi-om about 0.5 mm to aj^ut 30 mm greater than the center heig ht of the 
bottom panel. 



7. The container bottom according to claim 6, wherein the center hejght of the 
bottom panel is from about 2 rj/lm to about 40 mm. 

8. The contauifer bottom according to claim 6, wherein the center radius of the 
/ (— — 

bottom panel is not more^han about 60 mm. 

9. The o6ntainer bottom according to claim 8, wherein the center radius of the 
bottom panel is fi-op about 15 mm to about 35 mm. 

10. Ahe container bottom according to claim 1, wherein the bottom panel has a 
second upwar/ly concave-curvature about a second axis of the bottom panel. 

11. / A sha ped container botto m for containing a p lurality of curved snac k 
pieces,_ea/h snack piece having a peripheral edge and a lowe r surface, within a container, 
the container bottom comprising a bottom panel comprising at least two base portions and a 
bottorn^anel center disposed between the base^portions, the bottom panel center^having a 
concZve curvaturelabout a first axis of the container, wherein the concave-curvature of the 



# 



bottom panel substantially conforms to the curvature of the snack pieces and a pepipheral 
e^dge of a lowest snack piece of the plurality rests upon the base portions. 

1 2. The container bottom according to claim 1 1 , wherein th^oncave-curvature 
is downwardly curved about the first axis. 

1 3 . The container bottom according to claim 1 1 , wHerein the bottom panel has a 
second upwardly concave-curvature about a second axis of tiie bottom panel. 

14. The container bottom according to claipar 13, wherein the first axis is a 
major axis of the bottom panel. 

15. The container bottom according to claim 1 1 , wherein the bottom comprises 
two base portions each base portion being ^jtifDStantially flat and having a width greater than 
0 mm. 

16. The container bott^ according to claim 1 1, wherein the curvature of the 
bottom panel center conforms tef the curvature of the plurality of snack pieces without a 
lower surface of the lowesj^ack piece resting upon the bottom panel center. 

1 7. The ^^zontainer bottom according to claim 1 1 , wherein the container bottom 
is thermoformed.. 
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the snac 
bottop panel 

19. 

20. 



The container bottom according to claim 11, wherein the saddl e height of 

l ^^B 

iece is from about 0.5 mm to about 3 Q^mm greater than the center height of the 



A container comppi^g the container bottom of claim 1 . 
A container c<MTiprising the container bottom of claim 1 1 . 



21. A Woce^s for filling a container with curved snack pieces, each snack piece 
having a peripheral edge and a lower surface, the process comprising (a) providing a 
container having a shaoed bottom that conforms to the shape of the snack pieces but where 
at least a portion of the peripheral edge of a lowest snack piece of the plurality of snack 
pieces rests upon the bottoln panel upon introduction of the snack pieces into the container; 
and (b) introducing the snacl^ieces into the container such that the pieces self align as a 
result of the shaped bottom. 



